


Defining General Aviation 

ICAO:
General Aviation (GA) is defined by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) as "all civil aviation operations
 other than scheduled air services and non-scheduled air transport operations for remuneration or hire". The category 
also is sometimes called general aviation and aerial work (GA/AW).
South Africa is a signatory State to the Chicago Convention of 1944 and therefore a member state of the 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). ICAO sets Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs)

 and States such as South Africa adopt these into the legislative environment and develop the requisite regulations

 in line with the local context, being mindful of the sovereignty of South Africa

ICAO concerns itself with cross-border commercial operations under the banner of GA only

SA-CAR: “general aviation operation” means an aircraft operation 
other than a commercial air transport, air ambulance or aerial work operation 

Colloquial/media/general public (including GOOGLE): Anything non-military and non-scheduled airliner related.

GA includes the entire wide range of Recreational Aviation. RA is largely associated with Non-Type Certificated Aircraft, 
but this is a limiting view as operations such as Airshows and contests/competitions also fall in this category, and Type-certificated 
Aircraft is very much used in Recreational Activities.







• It is clear from the available statistics that 
airline operations demonstrate higher levels 
of flight safety than shown in GA.  

• The factors promoting these higher 
levels of safety in airline operations could 
be listed as: 

• GA generally does not experience these 
collective and complementary flight safety 
provisions. It is therefore necessary to 
investigate how the above elements can be 
introduced or improved in GA. 

Very high levels of oversight and control. 

The monitoring of flight profiles and corrective feedback provided for any exceedance, known as the 

Aviation Integrated Monitoring System, (AIMS). 

Meticulous pre-flight planning and the availability of Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) and meteorological 

data, including satellite photographic images. 

Extensive initial type-rating programmes. 

High levels of technical training and testing. 

Multi-crew resource management training (CRM). 

Intensive recurrent training programmes, including both technical and flight handling skills. 

Highly experienced instructors. 

Modern technical and flight training facilities 

The maintenance of discipline by both the airlines and crew. 

Professional Standards Committees within the various pilot associations. 

Active peer review and checking of flight standards. 

Multi-crew operations. 

Meticulous flight crew selection procedures and psychological profiling. 

Intensive medical examinations on a regular basis. 

Care groups created within airline structures to deal with the personal problems experienced by flight 

crews. 



SAFETY TRENDS IN GA IN RSA

• Aviation, in particular General Aviation is inherently risky – accidents cannot be 

completely eliminated, but the risks managed.

• The GA Accident rate in SA is a reflection of the international accident rate in other 

ICAO member countries.

• The GA Safety Strategy (GASS) is a long-term initiative designed to drive improved 

safety through increased activity, legislative development, education and awareness.



GENERAL AVIATION ACCIDENTS 

2017/18 – 2024/25

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                                        

                                                  

                                                                                



Reducing the number of general aviation (GA) accidents is a national, regional and 

international imperative.

The SACAA has embarked on a multi-faceted strategy to manage the risks, whilst at the 

same time not stifling operations. 

To achieve a reduction in the number of accidents it is vital to: 

•  Identify and address the underlying precipitating factors leading to GA accidents; 

•  Have a multi-faceted and multi-disciplinary approach to address these factors; 

•  Have all stakeholders from industry and the regulator co-operating in required strategic 

focus groups, as well as to participate in the implementation initiatives;

• Have sustained and inclusive initiatives to implement these approaches supported with 

the necessary resources. 

GASS INITIATIVE - KEY PILLARS 





• General Aviation Accident Reduction seminars – We are planning to conduct another 

two seminars in ensuing FY.

• Visible presence – SACAA plans to be more visible at public events during 2024/2025 

and to attend and exhibit at regional safety impact events. Also to increase the distribution 

of the SKYwatch publication.

• SKYwatch publications – further 4 editions during the upcoming FY.

• General Aviation Safety Strategy mid-term review – A mid-term review has been 

conducted to refine the effectiveness of the strategy and to include any improvements from 

lessons learned. Implementation will take place in the next FY.

ACTIONS FOR YEAR 5 2024/2025
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